IMMANUEL NOBEL JUNIOR
walk, even with assistance : " but the dear old fellow/' she added,
" is already beginning to have fancies, and this is hafrdly surprising
when you think what a monotonous and wretched life poor papa
leads. To lie in bed for four months, and'not to be able to make a
single movement, even lying down, without help—that is a test for
an old man's patience! " In another letter, written in June,
Immanuel Nobel again complained that it took so long to get
better : " I still lack the means for carrying out a proper cure."
As we shall see, Alfred Nobel himself was going through rather a
difficult time just then, but all the same he sent the old people
money so that they could travel to Norrtalje.
" After God," his mother wrote to him, " we have to thank my
little Alfred that we can be here and take the baths. I am quite
sure that we have benefited already. Dear old papa can't take a
step out of doors, it is true, but he himself feels that he is stronger,
and I feel better too/1
Although broken down in health, the old man continued, as his
wife wrote, to have fancies and to busy his brain with all kinds of
inventions. A year before his death he wrote to Alfred Nobel that
he was working at a discovery which would make him " a dictator
in matters of peace and war throughout the whole world, for the
next few centuries at least/' His wife had a clearer perception of
the situation. " He is now beginning/' she wrote, " to busy
himself with all kinds of affairs, and to keep people on the move,
but, as it seems to me, all to no effect—it's a natural result of his
great activity in the past, which wants to express itself again. It's
a long and weary time for the poor old fellow." But even at this
time he was not lacking in constructive ideas, and in 1870 he
published a thin little book which is highly characteristic of him,
both on account of its imaginative foresight and of a certain
faucifulness wholly typical of Olof Rudbeck's descendants. The
pamphlet is entitled: " An attempt to create a new industry in
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